
HB 5297 AN ACT CONCERNING THE MULTIPLICITY OF AFFECTING FACILITIES IN 

CERTAIN CENSUS BLOCK GROUPS IN THE STATE. 

 

Dear Co-Chairs Cohen and Gresko, Vice-Chairs Slap and Palm, Ranking Members Miner and 

Harding, and members of the Environment Committee:  

 

My name is Angel Serrano, I am an Organizer for CT Citizen Action Group. We would like to 

thank you very much for raising bill HB 5297, however, we feel that there should be changes. 

We recommend the following. 

 

● Expand definition of “environmental justice community” to incorporate racial, ethnic, and 

linguistic factors; 

● Expand definition of “affecting facility” to include more waste facilities and larger fossil 

fuel infrastructure (but is not meant to include small local fossil fuel-based businesses, 

such as gas stations); 

● Apply the Environmental Justice law to modified permits, not just new and expanded 

permits (some permits that can really harm a community are not necessarily an 

“expansion” but just a modification); 

● Enhance public information requirements, including notifying nearby homes by mail and 

providing a recording of the required public meeting; 

● Strengthen the community environmental benefits agreement (CEBA) requirements, 

including lowering the threshold for requiring the negotiation of a CEBA, and improves 

public accountability by requiring an additional opportunity for public comment once the 

terms of a CEBA have been negotiated; 

● Set the stage for DEEP to deny permits based upon an application’s adverse 

environmental impact upon a community and requires regulations to implement that 

provision; 

● Require that the public participation and CEBA requirements be applied to downwind, 

downstream, and adjacent communities that are reasonably likely to be affected by an 

application; 

● Create a cause of action for failure to complete these requirements; and 

● Authorize an application fee to subsidize Environmental Justice review and 

Environmental Justice programming. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

 

Angel Serrano 

Organizer 

CT Citizen Action Group 

 


